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FOREWORD

The following is the transcript of en coral history interview recorded on
magnetic tape. Silnce only nminor emendatlons have been made, the reader
should consistently bear in mind that he is reading a transcript of the
spoken rather than the written word. Additionally, no attempt to confirm
the historilcal ac&urémy of the statements has been made. As a result, the

transcript reflects the interviewee's personal reccllections of a situation

as he remembered it at the time of the interview.

Editorial notes and additions wmade by CAP historians are enclosed in
brackets. I1f feasible, first names, ranks, or titles are also provided.
Any edditions, deletions and changes subsequently made to the transcript by
the interviewes are not indicated. Rﬁae&rchers may wish to listen to the

actusl interview tape prior to citing the transcript.
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in an oral-magnetic~taped interview with 5%1@§ﬁﬁpfy¢f»/Q{%p,éf§} g "

covering my best recollections of events and experiences which may be of
“histordcal significance to the Civil Air Patrol.

I understand that the tape{s) and the transcribed manuscript resulting
therefrom will be accessioned into the Civil Air Patrol's Historizl Holdings.
In the best interest of the Civil Air Patrol, I do hereby voluntarily givé,
transfer, convey, and assign all right, title, and interest in the memoirs
and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript
to the Civil Air Patrol, to have and to hold the same forever, hereby relin-
quishing for myself, my executors, administrators, heirs, and assigns all
ownership, right title, and interest therein to the donee expressly on the

condition of strict observance of the following restrictions:
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Calh ORAL HISTORY INTEGRVIEW

Taped Eht%s»krn uaxh; Ubed A. Donaldson

Date of Intervieul 15 Jul, L1733

Locationd Fortland, Oregon

Conducted by: Capt. Hellenmerie Walker, CAP

wur veeation pricgr to Civil  Air

the playing maching business - mnusic machines,

pin-ba machines - I was distributor of all games at that
2 3 e -
3 T

Wi When did youw join Civil Aler Faltrol?
D: I signed the aplication cn 29 Movember 1941. That was LwWo
davs kbefore the Civil ANir alrol JTormed.
Wi What yidhi 10 Gere i Portliand?
it want T L Dooken dadwn into squadrons, yebt. I was

{ geblive dul, befure they sltarted forming HSOUAArOns.
Thera wovas jJush Lralning gocups, Ltwwe or Lthree or four of them
it parls of the city at  +irst. They took
paperwnrk rolling, (L was a matter of
of months atier, 1t was prmbably Jdanuary or
: started getiing training directives, &8
such, to know just exacltly what they wanted ocut of the Civil
Air Patrol members The ma.n Lraioning was done atiter Lhey
o

) p
sally got theses tiraining directives.

fw: And vou went Lo the Zoublnern Frontier Liaison Fatrol?
D Well, I was nere  al the Wing, and I

@ dubty to  SLF Number L
Laredo, Texas!. That was
Shortly atter we reported
asz we could sit down and
Y garrison on the Mexicen side of
i readguartess in  dNuevo

ronlisr and reguested
d remendously beltwssn
Lhat woird oub. Thnat wan

tH
L
r
-
.
L

Focelve rde
{Southery Lial
vher the Front
tar dut

i

P
T

z
5.
-
-
{1
=

Sl 1}
;.
er

o




D: That isz right. When they first wenk in there, L
peraticnal field was ove 4L Laredo alrport,; which at that

@ i
me was belrng sctivated by the Air Corps as & gunnery school
r W & shaos Loper diod of Lime we  were
mand, the parent command

4 om0
[

at fenoe Com
of Gy and thelr headguarters were at
™ iy Lo

i nonths. They knocked down B e
ste wolls that were surrcunding the parade grounds so we
ot long enoughn runday Lo Lake our littie airplanes
of+ at Laredo Then we moved from Lhe 8iv base over to Fi.
MolIntosh wit heir own tTield. Their maintenance was done
out of tents, =
vie could do all our main

that we took up therc.

o we pubt stofd arocuad the edge ot thne +ield so
Mational has pictures

SRaILA WOr K.

sour duties bLhere?

Wi Ganerally,

cations Offticer, which was sel up on
comme ki . We were sebt up as & combat
the orders of the 4th Adlr Force, and
Lhe Zath Cavalery Erigade, which had
i ! Slates from the gast coast down to
itbean. iy dulies as UOperations Gt icer were

Lo

24

b Lari
d Frlighle and seeinyg i+t Lhe crews were trained.
Ve Mers vouw dnvolved in any mgscl aircraftit incidents?

Cudpie oFf alrpilanes guit on
in from escort duly ottt the

s
“

& Lz bumnb underneath. i WS
1y Y : he terrain, aboul 73 wmiles
from Larsedo. T%a @raing went nio convalsion and made a lot
b I 18 gevonds to land and I was too low to

% st weliing dusk  and very

z=bhouwt what was going to
nighway over which I was
turning  and Lrying to get
zituation - discovered it was a fresnly

icalliy I kngw it was going Lo nose over when I wankt
ty, 8o, I called Lthe IZase. AL that Lime we vwere.using
Les and T kepl Lhe swilioh un o Lransmission and gave

code , &g We generally did. And ©
wrcilted, why i forgot to
gl wibth the transmisson I
s b oup. Youw re  going over
back..." And, sou talking,
d ever made in my lite I
Tl . : d, but just had Eﬂmugh
pomer lof iaobhe engine to hold the tall down. We found oput

g wWihowt



afterward that a ro =) Droke and Lhe sngine was
juzt about ready . salie itseld off the mounts. That
landing wos over ln Mexnico, wihich wasn’t supposed Lo be, but
we didn’t have any big incident over ib. We jusl had to send

& towing truchk over Lo ick it up aind bhring it back to Base.
C i

Arocther time I PiE G ivivg from the base at Laredo up to
Del Rio, which bdeput where we did all our heavy

~y o low wver Lhe Ltervrain and
from under nealn Lhe cowling, i
I went into the emergency landing
winne as Lhe plane hil the ground 1
¥ &
i

wiajor repais.

smolie started

thought I was on [ire, =

out but, come tw Prd oty all it owas
the rings had broken n the piston and 1t
ihe hot exhaust manifold.
su thatlt was the only incident

J e

aing was one of

was  pumping oil out [WEVE=
ortunatel s, there was no fire,

I was persenally involved in.

We did have one creash. It happened on patrol. Une ot our
planes was coming bacl down off ths end toward Del Kio,
in the evening. They didn't show up, HO W
=d te fFind them, but couldn't spot
them, So, in the daviigh Lhe nexl day we found them just
gle Paszs,. The plane was headed practically south,
e base at Laredo, but the pilot was shot and
e bkody went forward and te the right and put them
L o olear across  Lhe Rio UGrande

the Mouican side. Ot COurSeE, on

jast about dusk

ﬂ'l

ran a route check and ted

-

south of Ea
bacl towsrd
t

aver oo
a2t L caughlt Jire and Dburned, and 1L owas A
itwut and Henderson was the
e planes

Hewitlt was the

Woohe Was Leying Lo gel oul oF L
i becauwse his body was just about hald out of
the door onto the wing when ii crashed and burned.
Wi This was Harrsy

e Hari " L 1itt LB ig;xt-

W: Who was your observer?

D! Us chaenged a1l the time. Every +light was difierent.
Th sesigned.

s observer when vouw landed in Lhe pilowed field?

H

i
ot
o

Green and I couldn®™t &« yOu his +irst

YW: Olay, TGreen. Wiz

i
spot any cubmarines, or wereg

T owe can Tand i Did vyou ever
G strictly land?

- e - T owpmo oyyy  smoppbyes s 8o g ow ¥ e g o N aTTE o ,,
't Ma, I was on submarice patrol for asbout four months of ey

; . ,
see one while

active dul,
T e L9 g & g o
I was Blvin = wWere Lwo



submarines spotted and we were credifted with two kills. I
think there had been one ur two more spotted thaet they

i § halt’ s whern they armed Lhe
aircratt. ! irst ong was out there, all
had wa : caliber Thumpson submachine guns,
thet wvesrn’t wuch  of & plece  wf armament against

s

couldnt

L o N |
homhy @adlad !

N: No, that wves at Char leston, South Caraline.

®
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DU HWEN Y Mlvtie o s

D I ument frow Laredo Lo Cher leston, then back to Laredo, and
then was Dase Cowmancer up atbt Del Rio Jur seven manths. Liel
Rio was Lhe oy Ll Lerainal, o Lurn around, +for the Laredo

lights and fthe soubh far the Ei Paso vlights. They

zeEen Laken over Trom a8 Tamdus
Ereatments and dolng propaganda
Liansmasbtler, AERA. We took
ouwrr sctivation down Lhere and
did aldi wf our major insidae
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TR AT S el
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Caroclina and spotting on
group was credited with...

7o 17 sup

1 together , I bDeligve, i
ol o way from Meow England clesr dawn
and there wiere several lives losi on

(ny

e
P MAS e e e

Eve, 1743, Thay d
il Lankers. When
rouble and went into

iles offt Lhe coast when

L
want in. They surwvived the B, but were in the water
8 — % g g 3 . & e P i L o E 5
3¢ oy 1T winuvles, a2.0d Ly Uhe Lime Operabtions picked
iy they had both supgirsd.
W Do veou theiv names?
;
B Mz, I do aak.

Wi Do you oo of anyone who received the Blue LDuck?

sveral. A 1ot aof Lime has elapsed,
and Zeu MeGlashar. He used Lo own &

I don’t know
dive o rnoh, but he was on Cosstal
i He would probably

.
i i

in Soultbern California.
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z lot of the people who got the decouration.

to drop one of your bombs?

nr Mope, wanly onn practic
armoi we carried  on the
DMACH Ly GUnS, and they wWe e

That wvas guite a deal. I teld
vou before, iy
alrcatt was
about as e

s oelephent with peanuts. FaTw g
S Al Leargliina was sent out one
which was aboubt 75 miles out Lo

oo Cerman submarine that was
1 g its balteries. it crash
g in o mud bank, so tLthe plane

machine gunhs inko the side of
though, it probably didn’t  even
Ths pilob was sereaming for help
rnothing capable of getting out
the sub betore it wiggled itmeld

waters.

ey BT S e TRy e
arnd went back intc

the War Depariment every
"Hap ™ Arnold, Was Lhe

¢ Curps at that time, and
i by b maid in his  owWn

Lthia? Why don't Lhey give
PthTY Hrnd & few days later

DEO pudad bombs and 250 pound  depth
@, Tut there were no shackles
tirst Dombs

P - £

alrplany, o ohe
aivocrall were tiad o with

was & gowd sharp hunting
vEry long. They soon got

LriEme

Carolina vou went back to Laredo; and

Dr: I waz pul rations again - as Operations Uftice -
wahich assigna the flights gind was in charge oF @ik
fFligkt oporations. Then I was Lrensferred tou el Ric as Base
Commander of ths I was there vor $is opr

o iu Laredo where 1 took

haine .

i sode with Col. Harry
il active duty Civil Air
)

and man and was on his way

e bhorder patbtrol. Boy 15
=% N I Leireve Lthat was Lhe
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very wmonalturous.

s were Lhe ones that usually
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Wi What aboutl

viees Lhabt the Civil Air
q border patrol, tow
it lew ftour of Lhem,
Tw oo couple of courier
giomenk. 1t was justh one of
I was not assigned to
I wear now, ftour of the

£ 5 -
L GV

fermed?
rwmed:

s g e L o — |
re Patrol.

£ that was on the Uest Coast in  our
hat was assignsd oubt of verious bases.

™ U

Out of Mclhord wes where I flew my time for Fforest fires.
Zearch and rescus also was involved in that. Mt ber warbime
service it was guite a while before Civil Air Fatrol was
assigned the duty, as they are today. During the war we were
assigned ssarch and rescus That was one of my assignments
thet came undegr operations when I was on active duly.

P

Wi Was that called Missing Alvecraft Szarch Service?

WRE @i "assignment” also. The

and L
formed a Larrific service for bthe caountry,
meg 05 commands and repailr SErVICES

qet othe Iz

- * It was elmost door to door
Fl could be dellivered ey place with the

were Flying.

was in and arownd The KRKooky

D Mo, not necesosarily It was ali aver bLhe linited States

. a3 i 1y,
botuween suppliers and the alv COMMANAdS ., wherever it (OF-E

D It wasn't the best in Lhe world at Laredo. There were no
facilities on the Ease az for as housing was concerned; s we

toolk over & molel out in the northesest part of Laredo. L

forset how many uwunits was 1o there, but they housed nearly
all of the per min bhe Bazse at that one molel. There
vas & mess  hall theqrs and they bired s ochet, bul I didn’t
iive there. x Pived downtuown at Lhe Falacwe Hotel all the
time I was in Larsdo.

Wi You wers pald o per diewm  wage when yUu wWere on actual
anslgrment?

D Well, wss, all Liie Liune you were on acltive dulty you got
paid. When P ostarted  oul  the pilols were gelting six
dollars a day and bthe non Tlsing group, I Lhink, was getting
four dollars a  davy. Then Lhay finally raised Lhnat so Lhe
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